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Oregon State University 
Family Policy Program and Family Study Center 

 
The OSU Family Policy Program was initiated in 1993 with the 
generous support of Barbara D. Knudson. Housed in the College of Home 
Economics and Education, the program offers graduate and extended 
education, applied research and evaluation, and public service to advance 
policies to improve the well-being of individuals and families across the 
lifespan.  
 
On-going research projects include identification of interim outcomes and 
measures for the Oregon Commission on Children and Families goals for 
children, youth, and families, and evaluation of Oregon's Healthy Start 
effort which seeks to improve the outcomes for young children through 
support of all families with newborns and intensive home visitation for 
higher risk families. The program leads several other evaluation efforts 
including assessments of the Oregon Youth Conservation Corps programs 
and of a federally funded Center for Substance Abuse Treatment program 
for juvenile offenders in Lane County, Oregon.  
 
The program sponsors speakers and conferences on family policy issues, 
including the 1994 International Year of the Family Conference and the 
1995 White House Conference on Aging Regional Conference on 
Intergenerational Relationships. For more information about the OSU 
Family Policy Program, please contact: 

Clara C. Pratt, Ph.D. 
B.E. Knudson Endowed Chair in Family Policy 

OSU Bates Family Study Center 
Corvallis, OR 97331-5151 

(541) 737-1084 (voice) 
(541) 737-5579 (fax) 

 
The College of Home Economics and Education's Bates Family Study 
Center opened in 1991. Constructed and equipped with private gifts, the 
Center supports research, instruction, and service programs that benefit 
families. The building name, Bates Hall, recognizes the particular 
generosity of Mercedes A. Bates, a 1936 alumna of the College. The 
Center houses the Child Development Center, the Program on 
Gerontology, and the Family Policy Program and offers outstanding media 
technology and telephone survey facilities.  
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